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FRANCIS WESLEY HIGGINS, M.D. 

Dr. Francis Wesley Higgins was the son of a Methodist minister, 
and was born in Plymouth, Chenango Co., N. Y., February 7, 1857. 
After he was fourteen years of age he supported himself by farm 
work, clerking and teaching country schools until prepared to prac- 
tice medicine. He was educated in the public schools, at Cazenovia 
seminary and Colgate academy, Hamilton, N. Y., where he dis- 
played marked ability. Before his graduation he was for two years 
principal of the McGrawville academy. 

He studied medicine with Dr. H. C. Hendrick, at McGrawville, 
and attended medical lectures at the University of Michigan and the 
medical department of the University of the City of New York. 
He was graduated from the latter institution in 1881, and began 
the practice of medicine in that same year at Truxton, N. Y. Here 
he remained for four years and a half, and then moved to Chemung, 
N. Y., where he practiced for a year and a half, and then removed 
to Cortland, in the same state, where he resided till the date of his 
death, December 18, 1903. 

On November 26, 1879, ne was married to Miss Kittie M. Smith, 
of McGrawville, N. Y., who, with three sons and a daughter, sur- 
vive him. 

Dr. Higgins was prepared for special work on diseases of the 
eye, ear, nose and throat by attendance at post-graduate schools and 
hospitals in New York, Philadelphia and London. He was also an 
accomplished surgeon, being the pioneer in abdominal surgery in 
his vicinity, and long one of the surgical staff of the Cortland Hos- 
pital. He was a careful and conscientious student of medicine, an 
active worker in the local scientific society and a public-spirited 
Christian citizen, active in all that concerned the welfare of the 
community in which he lived. 

He was a member of the Cortland County Medical Society, of 
which he was for several years the secretary, and of which he had 
also been president. He was also a member of the New York State 
Medical Association and at the time of his death president of the 
Third District Branch and a member of the Committee on Arrange- 
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ments. He was a member of the American Medical Association, 
Medical Society of the State of New York, and the Medical Asso- 
ciation of Central New York. 

Dr. Higgins had been a member of this Society only since 1898, 
but was deeply interested in it and his untimely death is a source of 
keen regret. 



